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Specimen type Collection materials Storage temperature Collection purpose
Skin lesion material, including: | Dacron or polyester flocked Refrigerate (2-8 °C) or freeze (- | Recommended for diagnosis
swabs with VTM or dry swab 20°C or lower) within 1 hour of
—  Swabs of lesion exudate collection; -20°C or lower after 7
—  Lesion roofs days
—  Lesion crusts
Oropharyngeal swab Dacron or polyester flocked See above Recommended for diagnosis if
swabs with VTM or dry swab feasible, in addition to skin lesion
material
Rectal and or genital swabs Dacron or polyester flocked See above To be considered for research
swabs with VTM or dry swab (following ethics guidelines)
Urine Sterile collection tube See above To be considered for research
(following ethics guidelines)
Semen Sterile collection tube Room temperature for <1h (then | To be considered for research
-20°C or lower) (following ethics guidelines)
Whole blood Sterile collection tube with See above To be considered for research
EDTA (following ethics guidelines)
Serum Serum-separating tubes Refrigerate (2-8 °C) or freeze (- | To be considered for serology to
20°C or lower) within 1 hour of aid diagnosis or research
collection; -20°C or lower after 7 | (following ethics guidelines)
days
Plasma collection tube with EDTA See above To be considered for serology to
aid diagnosis or research
(following ethics guidelines)
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Primary Wrapped Secondary Final rigid Cool box
watertight in absorbent watertight outer box (or ice packs)
container material packaging
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Sealed, leakproof
primary receptacle

Absorbent material

Sealable, leakproof
secondary packaging

Outer packaging
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